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April 12, 2026

Subject: Opening of the Spring Semester 2025-2026

Dear Teaching Staff,

With the opening of the Spring semester, we wish you a successful semester, enjoyment in
teaching, and hope that we will soon return to regular activity and full presence on campus.
Teaching under conditions of uncertainty presents a number of challenges, and we greatly
appreciate your understanding and flexibility in adapting to the Home Front Command
guidelines.

Following questions that have arisen, please find below additional clarifications and guidelines.
You are also welcome to refer here to a Q&A page regarding the current framework.

1.

The semester will include 12 weeks of teaching only. In any case, the semester will
conclude before the start of the Spring Semester Moed A exam period, scheduled for
July 26, 2026.

Two weeks during the semester will be dedicated to Moed B exams postponed from the
Winter semester. During these two weeks, no classes will take place. If Home Front
Command regulations do not allow holding exams on campus throughout the semester,
the 12 teaching weeks will be held consecutively.

During the Spring semester, midterm exams (counting toward the final grade, “Takef”)
will not be held; however, optional (non-binding) midterm assessments (“Magen”)
may be given, provided their weight does not exceed 25% of the course grade. In
exceptional cases, where not holding graded midterms would significantly harm the
learning process, course teams may submit a justified request to the Undergraduate
School, to be reviewed by the Dean.

Please do not schedule assignment submission deadlines during the three days
preceding the two-week exam period, or during the three days following the return to
classes, as the exact timing of this period is not yet known.

As we did during “Arrows of the North,” partial transfer of continuous assessment
components will be allowed, and these may be used by students who wish to enroll in the
course in the Spring semester. This flexibility is intended to address the challenges of the
current semester, particularly given that many students have not yet completed their
Moed B exams (and in some cases, even Moed A).

There are scheduled replacement days (“Matkonet”) during the Spring semester; if any
changes are made to their timing, a separate announcement will be issued. At present,
there are no changes.
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7. Holocaust Remembrance Day events will be held in an online format; therefore, there will
be no suspension of classes this coming Tuesday. The national siren for Holocaust
Remembrance Day 2026 will sound on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, at 10:00 AM and will
last for two minutes, during which the public observes a moment of remembrance for the

six million victims. Classes will pause during the siren as a sign of respect. In the event of
an alarm, rising and falling sirens will be heard.

We once again wish all of us a successful semester. To those called up for military service — we
thank you wholeheartedly for your tremendous contribution to the security of the country and to
our own safety, and we wish you a safe service and a swift and complete return.

Sincerely,

Prof. Benny Kimelfeld =
Dean, School of Undergraduate Studies -
Prof. Uri Peskin

Dean, Graduate School /200) /4



